
 

 

The township of Bell has long claimed to 
be the national epicentre for jam drop 
cooks.  
 
Each year the biscuit baking section of 
the annual Bell Show is flooded with 
entries from across the country and 
around the globe.  
 
Bell Show secretary Pat Tynan writes on 
one of her town’s jam drop featured 
postcards: 
 
“We have the recipes, the expertise, the 
reputation and the postcards to prove 
Bell is the jam drop capital of Australia.” 

2006 Cory Cooper 

2007 Kristen Fisher 

2008 Will McGregor 

2009 Kristen Fisher 

2010 Will McGregor 

2011 Kristen Fisher 

2012 Jamie Hine 

2013 William Green 

2014 Will McGregor 

2015 Imogen Staunton 

2016 Aleesil Sanewski 

2017 Sarah Morrow 

2018 Sarah Morrow 

2019 Abigail Ryan 

2020 Anita Jones 

2021 Abigail Ryan 

2022 Mia Ryan 

2023 Zoe Brooks 

2024  

1996 Sharon McNamara 

1997 Marilyn Caldwell 

1998 Pat Smith 

1999 Lesley Sorley 

2000 Cathy Jackson 

2001 Manny Sorley 

2002 Carol Sorley 

2003 Manny Sorley 

2004 Kay McKinlay 

2005 Manny Sorley 

2006 Manny Sorley 

2007 Manny Sorley 

2008 Manny Sorley 

2009 Manny Sorley 

2010 Helen McKee 

“BILL SCOTT - Australian All Over”  

Perpetual Trophy, donated by Ian McNamara. 
 

BEST JAM DROPS BY A SCHOOL STUDENT 

“JOHN BOURNE - Australian All Over”  

Perpetual Trophy, donated by Ian McNamara. 
 

BEST JAM DROPS  

2011 Manny Sorley 

2012 Rebecca Pope 

2013 Phillipa Fletcher 

2014 Manny Sorley 

2015 Manny Sorley 

2016 Manny Sorley 

2017 Manny Sorley 

2018 Jill Facer 

2019 Manny Sorley 

2020 Manny Sorley 

2021 Houston Schwerin 

2022 Rachelle Ryan 

2023 Sharon McNamara 

2024  

Bell's winning jam drops hit  
Malcolm Turnbull's sweet spot 
www.newsregionalmedia.com.au   2017 

 

The Prime Minister, Mr Malcolm Turnbull surprised 
residents by attending the 59th Bell Show on Saturday 
afternoon. There he was presented with some of Ms 
Sorley's winning jam drops.  

Apron’s off in jam drop war 
www.warwickdailynewscom.au   2011 



 

“JOHN BOURNE - Australian All Over”  

Perpetual Trophy, donated by Ian McNamara. 
 

OPEN DIVISION 

Jam Drops, (4) red jam only.        

1st $25 donated Bell Show Society.  

2nd $20 donated by Bell Show Society. 

“BILL SCOTT - Australian All Over”  

Perpetual Trophy, donated by Ian McNamara. 
 

BEST JAM DROPS BY A SCHOOL STUDENT 

Jam Drops, (4) red jam only.        

1st $20 donated Bell State School P&C Assn. 

2nd $10 donated by Bell State School P&C Assn. 

2023  winners will receive an 

“Australia All Over” T-shirt 

Thanks Macca 



 

ODE TO THE JAM DROP COMPETITION  
 

Listening to Macca I heard of your quest  

To find the jam drops that are simply the best  

A recipe I had to find, and set out to bake  

But I was faced with this quandary  

Which one should I make?  

There was one of my Mothers ’ 

A recipe tried and true  

Then there was one from my Aunty  

Oh, what should I do?  
 

So, after a while I made a decision  

Jam drops have to be made 

with skill and precision.  

Should I put in the jam before … or after?  

I asked my hubby  

and he collapsed with laughter.  

I said “This is serious business!” 

As the champion did quote 

She’d put in the jam after  

Because I ’d made a note  
 

After sifting and folding and then gently beating  

I remembered that the proof of the jam drop is in the eating.  

After much confusion and much more laughter  

Does it matter if the jam ’s in …. before or after?  

BELL SHOW SOCIETY HAS DECREED: 
All Jam Drops are to be baked using the traditional method with jam placed in 
each biscuit before baking in a moderate oven until golden brown. Jam to be 
dark red only. 





2023 Judges’ comments: 

May Gossow and I would like to thank 

you for inviting us to be your baking 

judges at the Bell Show 2023 on Friday. 

We both thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

Your stewarding team made us feel most 

welcome, the lunch and support team 

were so delightful; we were impressed 

with the organisation of the competi-

tion, and its number of entries, particu-

larly for a small local show. We wish 

your exhibitors and the baking team all 

the very best moving forward.  
 

We would like to donate these 

books to: 

• Olivia Kane 

• Carmel Hartman 

• Cathy Wicks 

• Sharon McNamara 

• Kirsten Harpley 

• Zac Weisse 

• Ryan family 

• Brooks family 

• Lambert family 

• Bell State School 

• Dalby State High School 

 

Mary Reid (Author and Judge) 


